
ADMINISTRATION’S MESSAGE 

 Education is the cornerstone which guides us each and 

every day. The District School Board of Niagara will celebrate 

Education Week from May 4-8. Many students can recall that 

first moment in school when the world began to make sense, when their minds became open to 

new concepts, ideas and possibilities. Although that’s an important time in a student’s life, the 

reality is that education is a series of moments, each one helping to build greater understanding, 

self-esteem and character. During May 4-8, DSBN schools will showcase how they help students 

experience those “a-ha” moments each day. Power Glen staff takes enormous pride in educat-

ing our students so they will be successful, productive and positive members of an ever changing 

and fast-paced society. The staff and I are thrilled each and every day at the truly spectacular work 

that our students perform.  We also recognize that you, as a parent, play a key role in their suc-

cess...thank you for the support .         

 THANK YOU for all the support you as a parent/guardian give to make our school 

such a wonderful place for children  Without your cooperation and help, our school would not 

be as successful as we are...so thank you. 

 It is official: the Fire Lane goes across the whole front of the school (even in front of 

the Kindergarten/ Daycare area). Please do not park there.         

 Our Grade 8 Graduation ceremony on Wednesday June 24 will start at 6 p.m. 

(students to arrive for class photo at 5:45 p.m.). At 7:30 p.m. will be the reception for stu-

dents and their parents/family. From 8 to 10 p.m. students will celebrate in the gym with a 

DJ and food table. 

     Have a wonderful May. 

B. Digweed and R. Findlay 

Achieving Success Together 
                                                                   

 September’s Closer Than You Think! 

We are already looking ahead to the new school year and will soon begin the process of organiz-

ing next year’s classes. In developing our new class structure, our goal is to ensure your children 

have an outstanding educational experience and the opportunity to develop lasting friendships 

with their classmates.  

Much like a family, our classes work best when they include members of differing interests, abili-

ties and perspectives. This gives students the opportunity to learn from and about each other. 

These experiences help to open students’ minds to new ideas and new possibilities, allowing them 

to test limits and develop their true potential.  

To do this, it’s important for us to look at a number of factors, including: 

Learning Style: We consider how students learn best and what kind of classroom environment 

will best support their needs.  

Ability, Interests and Talents: All children are unique and have their own set of strengths and 

abilities. Having a grouping of students whose strengths complement each other will help enhance 

everyone’s learning. 

Relationships: We aim to create groups that allow for strong friendships to develop and an envi-

ronment for effective learning. 

Parent Input: As parents, you have a unique perspective on your children and their school ex-

perience.  If you have any information that could the help inform our decision, please send it into 

the office, in writing (please not by email), attention to Rosemary Findlay by Friday May 29.    

Your input will be considered in relation to the criteria listed above. 

Thanks for your support!  
 

Are you moving over the summer?  If so, please update your address/contact information with 

the office at 905-684-7429. Thank you for your diligence in this matter. 

May 2015 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

THAT ARE ON THE 

SCHOOL CALENDAR   

* May 4-7 
Grade 7 and 8 Montreal Trip 
 
* May 4-8 
Education Week 
 
* Thursday May 7 
Senior Kindergarten Photos 
 
* Friday May 8 
Grades 3 to 8 Track and Field 
 
* Monday May 11 
School Council Meeting in the 
library at 7 p.m. 
 
*Wednesday May 13 
Grade 7 S & T (p.m.) date 
change 
 
* May 12 and 14 
Dental Screening 
 
* Friday May 15 
P.A. Day—No School 
 
* Monday May 18 
Victoria Day—No School 
 
*Wednesday May 20 
CAP program for Grade 3, 4M 
and 1V, Regional Track and 
Field, and FS’s class S & T 
(a.m.) date change 
 
*Thursday May 21 
CAP program for Grade 5 H/G 
and 5W 
 
*Saturday May 23 
Rankin 
Run 
 
 
 
 
*Starting May 26– June 3 
EQAO Grade 3 and 6 



TALENT SHOW                                             

Friday June 5 from 1:30—3:05 p.m. 

All are welcome to watch.    

 

Donations ($1 or $2) will be accepted.    

All proceeds will go towards           

ArtsCanCircle 

SUN SAFETY  
Skin protection is an important part of 
a healthy lifestyle.  By learning how to 
protect skin from overexposure to the 
sun, students will not only be prevent-
ing sunburns, but also lowering their 
risk of developing skin cancer in the 
future.  
Skin Sense Guidelines 
1.  Slip on clothing to cover your arms and legs. 
2.  Slap on a wide brimmed hat and sunglasses. 
3.  Slop on a sun screen with SPF #15 or higher.      
4.  Seek shade. 
5.  Slide on sunglasses. 

 
DRESS CODE 

Students should wear appropriate clothing for a  
school environment. Some general guidelines 
include:  

 Shoes must be worn at all times. All students are 
to keep a pair of indoor shoes at school 

 Short shorts, skirts or skorts, halter tops, tops with 
spaghetti straps, muscle shirts which expose a 
large portion of the torso, shirts exposing a stu-
dent’s mid-section and shirts with questionable 
messages are not appropriate for school. Lace/ 
transparent tops must be worn with a tank top. 
Staff reserves the right to request a student 
change their attire if the clothing is deemed to be 
inappropriate for school. 

 All tops must have sleeves or straps that have a 
three-finger thickness 

 Hats are not to be worn in the building  

 Gym uniform and proper running shoes are re-
quired for Phys. Ed classes 

 
 

BICYCLE SAFETY 
Students must remember the following when riding 
bikes to school: 
• Place bicycles in racks at the side of the school. 
• Walk/carry all wheeled vehicles on school property.  

• Lock bicycles in assigned areas. 
• Stay away from parked bicycles during the day. 

• Bicycle drivers must obey traffic laws.  
• Bikes and all wheeled vehicles must be walked  
across intersections with crossing guards. 
 
 
Students who ride their bicycles to school must walk their bicy-
cles to the racks upon reaching school property. Students who 
ride skateboards, scooters or wear heelys or in line skates to 
school must also walk, once on school property.  The school 
does not assume responsibility for damage or loss to bicycles 
left on school property. Students are strongly 
advised to lock their bicycles. No riding of bicy-
cles on school property is allowed between 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Students riding their 
bicycles to school must wear proper helmets 
as per The Highway Traffic Act. Section 104
(2.1).  
 

General Bicycle Safety Tips 
• Always wear your bicycle helmet every time you ride. 
• Helmet should be worn level and covering your forehead.  
Don't tip it back so your forehead is showing. The straps should 
always be fastened. 
• Wear bright clothes and put reflectors on your bike so you can 
be seen more easily. 
• Never go riding barefoot.  Always wear running shoes when 
riding your bike. 
• Make sure that nothing will get caught in your bike chain, such 
as loose pant legs, backpack straps, or shoelaces 
• Avoid wearing headphones because the music can distract  
you from noises around you, such as a car blowing its horn so 
you can get out of the way.  
• Have your mom or dad regularly check the brakes and tires to  
make sure they are working properly. 
• Walk your bike across intersections using the crosswalk and  
follow traffic signals. 
• Kids younger than 10 years should ride on the sidewalk and  
avoid the street. No matter where you ride, you need to keep an 
eye out for cars and trucks. 
 
If you are allowed to ride on the street… 
A) Ride on the right-hand side of the street, so you travel in 

the same direction as cars do. Never ride against traffic. 
B) Stop at all stop signs and obey street (red) lights just as 

cars do 
C)    Ride single file on the street when with friends.                        
D)    Always be alert.  Pay attention to cars and other traffic. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Now that the warm weather is upon us, we will be having  
more outdoor physical education classes. It is a must that  
your son/daughter have proper footwear for class. Flip flops, 
sandals, crocs, or high heels lead to injuries and are not al 
lowed to be worn during gym. Please ensure that running shoes 
are available for these activities.  Hats and sun glasses are 
 recommended as well for sun protection 

  



FREE DENTAL SCREENING COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL 

A Public Health registered dental hygienist is scheduled to visit our school May 12 and 14, 2015 to provide dental screening 
to students in grades JK, SK, 2, 4, 6 and 8 and other children as required under the Health Protection and Promotion Act. 
During this time the registered dental hygienist will perform a visual inspection of each child to determine his/her dental 
needs.  Parents will be contacted if their child requires immediate dental care.  Public Health dental programs may financially 
assist children who do not have access to required dental care.   
Please contact the Public Health dental program for any of the following: 

* If you do NOT wish your child to participate in the dental screening. 
* If your child is not in one of the targeted grades and you would like him/her to participate. 

Call the Dental Health Information at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7399 or  
Email dental@niagararegion.ca  

 

YMCA OF NIAGARA SUMMER CARE FOR 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS 

YMCA Child Care will be offering a new weekly program this summer for 3 and 4 year olds in designated licensed centres (3 
year olds must be born in 2011). Designed to keep your child engaged in play-based learning throughout the summer, YMCA 
Summer Care provides a safe and nurturing environment for children to develop into confident, caring and happy individuals. 
For more Information on locations and fees, please visit www.ymcaofniagara.org  

 
 

PLANNING TODAY TO ENERGIZE EDUCATION FOR TOMORROW 

DSBN Trustees are supporting student success by revitalizing our public schools. An important part of this process is the role 
of Accommodation Reviews.  
 
On March 26, 2015 the Ministry of Education released revised Pupil Accommodation Review Guidelines (PARG) and the DSBN 
has revised the Accommodation Review Policy to align with the new Ministry Guidelines.  
 
You are invited to provide your comments on this new policy. From May 6 to June 3, 2015 please go to www.dsbn.org and 
click on the “Accommodation Review Policy Feedback” button. You may also provide comments via mail. Please send to Lora 
Courtois, Superintendent of Planning, District School Board of Niagara, 191 Carlton St. St. Catharines, ON, L2R 7P4. 

 

SUMMER HEAT 2015 

We are pleased to offer SUMMER HEAT, a primary Summer Learning Program, again this year. The program will run from 

Monday, July 13th to Friday, July 31st for students entering JK to grade 4 in the fall of 2015. Kindergarten Kick Start is for 

students entering junior and senior kindergarten in the fall, while Funshine Kids is for students entering grades 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

This three week program is entirely FREE, but space is limited so please be sure to register early. Registration can be done 

online starting Friday, May 1st. The program will begin at 8:15 a.m. with breakfast provided, and it will end at 12:15 p.m. Stu-

dents will be involved in a variety of learning opportunities throughout the morning, with a focus on literacy, numeracy and 

active living. We are excited about being able to offer this amazing program to our families. Check it out on the DSBN website 

at www.dsbn.org/summerheat  

Summer HEAT will be offered at the following sites: 

 * St. Catharines - Edith Cavell (literacy and mathematics site), Connaught (literacy and mathematics site),  Lincoln 

Centennial (literacy and mathematics site), Grapeview (Aboriginal site with literacy) 

 * Welland - Diamond Trial (literacy and mathematics site) 

 * Niagara Falls - Simcoe Street (literacy and mathematics site), Valley Way (Aboriginal site with literacy) 

 * Port Colborne - De Witt Carter (literacy and mathematics site) 

 * Fort Erie Area - Crystal Beach (literacy and mathematics site), Peace Bridge (Aboriginal site with  literacy) 

 NEW sites: 

 * Beamsville - Senator Gibson (literacy and mathematics site) 

 * Welland - Princess Elizabeth (Aboriginal site with literacy) 

mailto:dental@niagararegion.ca
http://www.dsbn.org
http://www.dsbn.org/summerheat


RUNNING CLUB 

Another successful Running Club season has come to an end.  Our motivated athletes logged many kilometres 

through the fall during cross country season and through the Marathon Challenge.  We picked it up again with the 

arrival of spring culminating in 45 PG runners competing in the annual DSBN 5K or 1K Road Races.   

The run was an excellent way to get active and support a very worthwhile group in the Education Foundation of 

Niagara. 

We were strong.... we were fast..... and we ARE proud to be Panthers. 

See you in the fall! 
 

BASKETBALL 

The Junior Boys' Basketball Team has had a fantastic season!  We have worked hard to improve 

our play and to learn to play together as a team.  In our league, we went undefeated and won the 

championship.  Last week, we went to the DSBN tournament and faced teams from throughout the 

Niagara Region. We had some tough games, and once again came out undefeated!  On Tuesday, May 5th we  

played for the DSBN Championship at Eastdale School in Welland. The boys played amazingly well and are proud 

to be the DSBN Junior Champions!! 

Mrs Ker, Mrs Lefebvre and Miss Pokol would like to thank the following boys for all of their hard work and dedi-

cation: Parker, Sacade, Gavin, Tyler, Kaleb, Alex, Monte, Keaton, Mitchell, Brandon, Luca, Yaseen and Nicholson 

(manager). Thank you to the amazing coaches. 

 

We would like to congratulate the following students for a great Junior Girls Basketball Season: Devyn B., Tay-

lor D., Mackenzie T., Alexis M., Madey C., Katey C., Elizabeth C., Maya T., Emily R., Bianca S., Paige C.,  and 

Kennedy M.  The girls went undefeated in our regular season and ended up getting second in the championship 

game!  The top ten teams in the entire board made it on to DSBN on April 29th. We played some great basketball 

that day and all the games were very close.  One game even went into overtime!!  I want to thank all the girls for 

showing great sportmanship throughout the entire season.  You all are a pleasure to coach!!  A special thank you to 

Mr. Keyes and Mrs Millin for coaching the team. 
 

     GYMNASTICS 

We were very happy to have a Gymnastics Team at Power Glen this year! A big thank you goes out to the students 

who stuck with it from November all the way until the competitions in April. We competed in Beamsville and rep-

resented Power Glen very well, in behaviour, sportsmanship, and ribbons. Our Boys' Team was Matthew K, Walker 

R, Jayden T,  and Carter W in Grade 4, Nate S in Grade 5 and Andrew M in Grade 6. Our Intermediate Girls' Team 

was Amanda D, Riley H, and Madelyn S. in Grade 7. Our Junior Girls' Team was Manuela D., Caleigh H., Shayla 

H, Makena L, Renette M, Aaliyah P, Jessica R, and Taylr T-B. in Grade 4,  Dheiksha J., Olivia M, Abby K, and 

Tiana T. in Grade 5, and Alexa B., Sharifa E., Mariah P, Mackenna R., Adelia R., and Hannah W. in Grade 6. We 

came home from the competitions with a total of 16 ribbons. Way to go Panthers!! Thank you Mme Kesimaat and 

Mrs. Wicks for coaching the teams. 

 

CHESS 

The Power Glen Chess Team sent 28 students from Grades 1 to 8 to the Area 3 Chess Tournament 

this past month.  Our members played well and did an excellent job representing our school.  Con-

gratulations to Kersey R., Lucas N. and Carson W. for winning at their tables and receiving medals. 

Thank you to all students who were members of this year’s Chess Club.  The members include:  

Kersey R., Riley B., Oana B., Liam A., Philip S., Ben D., Matthew K., Joshua K., Hannah W., Alex 

F., Sydney A., Leah V., Luca N., Adam W., Miles W., Keaton Z., Caleigh H., Carson P., Ethan B., 

Jessica R., Gordon S., Jared C., Owen H., Nicholas B., Lucas. N., Nathan K., Ryan S., Ethan D., Barron W., Carson 

W., Riley Crawford., and Hayden S., You made us very proud. Thank you Mr. Hansen for coaching the team. 

 

GRADE 3 AND 6—EQAO TESTING 

EQAO Testing this year:  Grade 3: May 26, 27, and 28 Block 1 and 2 (8:50—10:30 a.m. and 10:55-12:35 p.m.)  

Grade 6: May 28 (Block 2), 29 (Block 2), June 2 (Block 2), 3 (Block 1 and 2) and 4 (Block 2) 

Please be sure that your child is on time for school these days and do not schedule any appointments for your child 

on these days. Thank you. 



How Can I Support My Child’s Mathematics Learning? 

 
Everyone can learn math. First and foremost, believe in your child’s ability to learn mathematics. Everyone can 

improve when provided with good teaching, coaching, encouragement and practice. 

Do have high expectations for your child. Research shows that when you believe your children can learn, they will 

rise to the expectation. 

Do talk with your child’s teacher about how you can help and support your child’s mathematical development. 

Do talk about mathematics in a positive way.  Your positive attitude and valuing of mathematics are infectious. 

Do share your day-to-day math experiences with your child, and discuss: 

 video and computer games 

 television shows, e.g., the learning channel 

 travelling (calculating distances, destination estimation, budget, gas prices) 

 banking (loans, mortgages, interest rates) 

Do encourage personal responsibility for learning.  Emphasize that effort is as important as ability. 

Do support your child through homework by listening and asking questions: 

 Allow your child to struggle through the process of problem solving. 

 Discuss mistakes as learning opportunities. 

 Help your child by asking questions: 

 What do you need to find out? 

 Tell me what you know… 

 Show me what you started… 

 What can you try first? 

 Can you make a drawing or picture? 

 Will a list or table help? 

Do encourage persistence.  Some problems take time to solve. Taking a break often provides fresh enthusiasm and 

alternative strategies. 

Do build on your child’s strengths and what he/she already knows.  Make links between math and daily life. 

Do engage in math-related home activities: 

 Play games - Chess, Checkers, Cribbage, Bridge, Euchre, Memory Games, Backgammon… 

 Make puzzles. 

 Involve your child with shopping. 

 Engage in the mathematics of cooking and baking. 

 Plan and execute home renovations. 

Do explore your child’s thinking process: 

 Why did you…? 

 What can you do next? 

 Do you see any patterns? 

 Does the answer make sense? 

 Tell me in a different way… 

 What would happen if…? 

Do appreciate the value of not knowing and use these occasions as opportunities for growth rather than anxiety.  

Develop strategies and resources for getting help with the problems. 

Do encourage your child to experiment with different approaches to a problem. We learn a lot from our errors when 

we examine them. 

 
 
Source: EduGains, Ministry of Education of Ontario 
For more details:  http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/brochure/earlymath/ 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=d4yYsYD-4dyPHM&tbnid=s1zYkR0nMjFF2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffunny-pictures.picphotos.net%2Fmath-clipart%2Fvaldosta.edu*~andaniels*math.jpg%2F&ei=lWVeU8GnMoG
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=cFuPeNi3z3Pp5M&tbnid=UsVLnA1y91_idM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycutegraphics.com%2Fgraphics%2Fschool%2Fschool-kids%2Fmath-center.html&ei=BWReU5v7BamY2wWWu


Grade 1 Mathematics 

The Grade 1s have been learning about money and adding coins using open and 

closed number lines. The following are some examples of Grade 1 students communi-

cating their mathematical thinking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grade 1 classes have also been working 

on various ‘strings’ and having math con-

gresses to make connections between stu-

dents’ different solutions. 

 



Rankin Cancer Run 
 The Rankin Cancer Run is an annual run that raises funds and awareness for Cancer. 
All funds raised stay local in the Niagara Region. 

 On May 23 , the Rankin Cancer Run will celebrate their 10th year of the run. Power 
Glen School has been a big part of the run for a number of those years and in the past 4 
years, Power Glen has been one of the top 3 schools for participants and for money raised.   

 Here are some of the great benefits that our school can receive while helping raise 
funds and awareness for Cancer.  

 

If you have not yet registered, you can still do so. Get your registration into the school as soon as possi-
ble. You can register one of two ways. 
 
Sign up here https://secure.rankincancerrun.com/register-participant/register-self 
Make sure you click #3. “Register as a team member” and then type in Power Glen Panthers 

OR 
Print off and fill out a Rankin registration form available on the school website. Click on “School Forms” 
on the right side of the home page and you can find the Rankin Registration under the month of April. 
 
Now all that’s left if to raise the funds. Ask friends and family to sponsor you or get creative. Have a yard 
sale, book sale or bake sale.  

Top 10 Fundraising Schools 

These schools will receive trophies and a variety of basketballs, volleyballs, soccer & footballs.  

 

Boyd Arnold Keep the Spirit Trophy 

Awarded to the school with the largest number of participants.  

 

Soundmaster gives $1,500 to top fundraising school 

For their technical needs, and a trophy in fond memory of Patricia Predovich.  

 

Mike VandenDool “Hero” trophy 

To a young person/group who has been selected by friends/relatives/colleagues for special involvement within 
their community.  (see the Rankin Cancer Run website for details) 

Upcoming Dates: 

May 1, 2015 – Power Glen Panthers T-shirt orders due (can register and order late but 
not guaranteed a Power Glen Panthers team shirt) 

Week of May 19 - 22  - Pledge forms and money due, Team shirts handed out. 

May 23 – Rankin Cancer Run Day. 

https://secure.rankincancerrun.com/register-participant/register-self


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





MAY NEWSLETTER DRAW FOR A PRIZE 

My child(ren) ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Class(es)                                       and I have read the newsletter. 

Question: What works well at Power Glen (continue next year)?                      

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question: What things should we stop doing at Power Glen? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question: What things would you like to see us try next year? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Comments:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for completing   (Please return to the Office by May 29) 

Congratulations to the Rawsthorne Family for winning the April Newsletter Draw 

School Council Feedback  

Regarding Parents Reaching Out ProGrant from the Ministry 

 

Parents Reaching Out ProGrants are intended to support school-based initiatives that are designed to inform or 
engage parents in support of improved student achievement and well-being and align with Ministry of Education 
goals. 
 
Each school council can make an application and each school council is eligible for the maximum amount of 
$1000. Each school council is responsible for it’s own project if a grant is approved by the Ministry. 
 
Power Glen’s School Council is interested in making an application for a grant for the upcoming school year 2015-
2016. They are looking for some feedback from the school community about possible projects. Please indicate the 
area(s) that you, as a parent, are interested in: 
 

□ Character Development 

□ Early Kindergarten Years 

□ Literacy 

□ Mathematics Curriculum and Numeracy Across all Curriculum 

□ Healthy, Safe , Inclusive and Accepting Schools 

□ Special Education 

□ 21st Century Teaching and Learning (e.g., Technology, Dreambox)  

□ Other (please specify) _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete—please return by May 11 


