
ADMINISTRATION’S MESSAGE 

 What a busy but exciting start to the school year! Our students have already 

demonstrated a dedication to learning, leadership qualities and a willingness to get 

involved and make Power Glen School an excellent school and a place where students 

are trying to be a “person of excellence”.                                                                                

  Staff update: I would like to officially introduce Miss Pokol (Grade 2 teacher), 

Mrs. Foster (.25 Science prep teacher) and Mrs. Anderson (ECE).                                                                          

 Our  School Council’s first  meeting of the year was on Monday, September 22. We have an en-

thusiastic crew with many great ideas. It is not too late to get involved! All parents are welcome at each 

meeting. Meetings will be announced in each newsletter and on the school sign. A list of our executive 

members is included on the school website.                                                                                                                  

   Please continue to encourage your son/daughter to use Dream Box (K-6 math program that 

every school in the DSBN purchased for their students). It is an excellent program to help improve student 

success in math. Dream Box is to be completed by students themselves with no parent help.                                             

 A reminder that we have to complete 1 fire drill (which will happen during Fire Prevention 

Week) and 1 lockdown in the month of October.                                                                                                    

 There is a calendar on the school website that has the most accurate information about events at 

Power Glen (we have only updated for the month of October and will hopefully get the rest of the year’s 

calendar done within the next week). Also, we have added a forms section for parents who may need an 

extra copy of a form or to print off a form (e.g., concession form for the doctor, authorization of administra-

tion of medication). We have been working hard to improve our school website, so any suggestions or feed-

back is always accepted.                                                                                                                                                       

 We are working on creating a plan to purchase more math resources and technology in our 

school. More information to be shared.                                                                                                                                       

 There are times when parents may be in a financial situation where they are not able to afford to 

pay for their child(ren)’s trip or activity (e.g., agenda, art gallery, etc). We do not want students to miss out 

on any opportunity, so we depend on you to be able to express the situation to your child’s homeroom 

teacher or to me. We do ensure confidentiality and we do understand.  I have several contributors who 

may help pay for such situations, for example, the Education Foundation offers grants to students,  several 

members in our community continue to offer to help students. Please ask if you need financial assistance.                                                                        

 If you have any questions or concerns, please come and see us. Both Mr. Digweed (Vice-

Principal) and I pride ourselves on having an open door policy and we can try 

to solve any problem/concern together. 

R. Findlay, Principal and B. Digweed, Vice-Principal                 

Achieving Success Together 

 

October 2014 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

THAT ARE ON THE 

SCHOOL CALENDAR   

* Friday, Oct 3– Oct 23       

Magazine Fundraiser 

Monday Oct. 6                           

Intermediate Soccer Tournament 

* Sunday, Oct 5-11                          

Fire Prevention Week 

“Working Smoke Alarms 

Save Lives, Test Yours”.  

* Tuesday Oct. 7                              

Kindergarten to Safety Village, 

Grade 7/8 Montreal Trip Infor-

mation Night 6:30 p.m. and 

Krispie Kreme Fundraiser for 

Grades 7 and 8 begins.   

* Friday, Oct.10                      

P.A. Day (No School)        

* Tuesday, Oct. 14                      

DSBN Cross Country Meet, 

Krispie Kreme Orders are due. 

Donuts are deliverd on Friday, 

October 17     

* Wednesday, Oct. 15               

School Council meeting at 7:00 

p.m. in the library 

* Tuesday, Oct 14-17                         

Book Fair 

* Saturday Oct. 25                                      

Intermediate Girls Volleyball 

* Sunday Oct. 26                    

Marathon Int. Running Club 

* Friday Oct . 31                        

Halloween: Parade for Grades K-

6, 4s to Extendicare, & 7/8 Dance 

P.A. Day-Friday October 10 

Staff will be involved in professional 
activities which include: reviewing/ 
analysing student data (EQAO 
results), working on Power Glen’s 
School Improvement Plan and math 
instructional programming. 
Monday, October 13, 2014 is 
Thanksgiving. There is no school 
this day. 

No Nuts Allowed 

We are trying to get all the medical forms back into the office 

regarding students’ allergies. Currently, we have several stu-

dents who have a life threatening reaction to nuts (sesame, 

peanuts, peanut butter etc). We are asking for your support, 

cooperation and understanding with respect 

to this situation.  Please do not send any 

nuts or nut products (peanuts , peanut 

butter, Nutella etc) to school. 



Magazine Fundraiser Campaign October 3– 23 

MAGAZINE FUNDRAISER... 

The ‘kick off’ to our Magazine Fundraiser will take place on Friday, October 3 and the campaign will run until October 23. Stu-

dents are encouraged to fundraise by selling magazine subscriptions to family, friends and close neighbours.  

The funds raised will be used to purchase math resources and to augment student access to technological tools as well. 

Grade 7 and 8s are having several fundraisers this year to 
help families with the cost of the Montreal trip.  

Please do not feel that you need to participate in all fund-
raising initiatives. As a school, we attempt to put forward a 
variety of fundraisers in order to appeal to most families. 

Upcoming Fundraiser: Poinsettia Sale in November 

NON-PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION... 

If your child requires non-prescription medication at 

school, an Authorization of Administration of Oral/

Topical Medication MUST be completed on an annual 

basis. Forms may be obtained from the school office.  

Please note: students are not to keep medication in 

their backpacks or lunch bags. All medication should 

be given to the classroom teacher and should be 

clearly marked with the child’s full name. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR... 

We are excited about the upcoming book fair which 

will be held in the Power Glen library from Oct. 14-

17. We are looking for parent volunteers who would 

be interested in either setting up, selling books at 

break times, or taking down the book fair. Please 

contact the office if you are interested. 

Grade 8—High School 

Power Glen visits: 

Sir Winston Churchill… Wednesday, November 5, 2014 

St. Catharines Collegiate… Thursday, November 13, 2014 

 

We are welcomed by the high school students and teachers who show off all of their aca-

demic and extra-curriculars to the future Grade nines. We enjoy an extensive guided tour 

and are even served lunch.  

 

This year, the high school open houses are happening much earlier. Instead of them 

opening up to the public in January, the board has decided to have these events in No-

vember. All openings will be posted on DSBN’s website. 

 

Public Open Houses: 

St. Catharines Collegiate… Monday, November 17, 2014 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Sir Winston Churchill… Thursday, November 20, 2014 from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

These visits will be helpful as you and your child decide which school will be the best fit 

for the next part of their academic journey.  

 

GRADE 4  CANADIAN COGNITIVE                           

ABILITIES TEST (CCAT) 

All Grade 4 students in the school participated in the 

Canadian Cognitive Abilities Test last week. This test 

helps us to identify individual student needs and abili-

ties, so we can ensure appropriate programs are pro-

vided. It also provides a benchmark we can use to judge 

how well our school should be expected to do on 

achievement tests - whether these tests are teacher gen-

erated, board-wide, provincial or national. The test pro-

vides information which shows particular strengths in 

verbal, quantitative, and non-verbal reasoning. 

Grade 7 and 8 Classes  Fundraising 
for Montreal Trip 



The Elementary Progress Report 

On November 6, your child will bring home their Elementary Progress Report. The format was created after years of consulta-

tion with parents, teachers, principals, and students across the province. Although it looks much like the Report Card, this 

report  has a very different intent. The purpose of the Progress Report is to share early and specific feedback on your child's 

development of work habits and learning skills as well as his/her progress towards achieving the curriculum standards by the 

end of the school year. 

 

Traditionally, when reporting to parents about their child’s progress, teachers have prepared by looking back over the work 

done. The teacher evaluated your child’s progress from the beginning of the school term to the current point in time, and 

reported on the highlights of achievement as they compare to overall curricular expectations. Teachers continue to report on 

Provincial Term One and Term Two Report Cards in this manner. 

 

Reporting on the Progress Report is about looking forward. The purpose is to set the course for the learning 

journey ahead. Based on the evidence teachers see, as well as what teachers know about learning at this 

grade level, the report communicates the path your child is on towards achieving the grade level expecta-

tions by the end of the year. For students who are on a modified Individual Education Program, the teacher 

uses those modified goals when determining whether a child is progressing well, progressing very well, or progressing with 

difficulty. 

 

All subjects that  are part of your child’s program in the first weeks of school will be assessed according to the following indi-

cators: 

Progressing Very Well: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student is demonstrating consistent progress and 

is on track to meet and/or surpass the provincial standard set for the end of the year. 

Progressing Well: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student is demonstrating consistent progress and is on 

track to meet the provincial standard set for the end of the year. 

Progressing With Difficulty: In the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the student is experiencing difficulty towards 

meeting the provincial standard set for the end of the year. 

 

For subjects in which your child is Progressing With Difficulty, the teacher will discuss specific next steps plans needed for 

success. We look forward to partnering with you and your child for a year of great learning and growth. 

 

We know that parents have an important role to play in supporting student learning. Studies show 

that students perform better in school if their parents or guardians are involved in their education. 

This is the basis for the principle that students and parents should be kept fully informed about the 

student’s progress. At any time throughout the year, parents/guardians are invited to communicate 

with the school about their child’s progress and achievement. 

 
 

2014-2015 School Year Reporting Timelines 

* November 6, 2014 Grades 1-8 Elementary Progress Report and Senior Kindergarten Progress Report    

* an evening in November —Elementary teachers will plan to meet with all parents.       

* November/December Junior Kindergarten Parent/Guardian Observation and Follow-up 

* February 6, 2015 Grades 1-8 Term 1 Elementary Report Card, Junior Kindergarten Progress Report and Senior Kindergarten 

Term 1 Report Card 

* June 24, 2015 Grades 1-8 Term 2 Elementary Report Card , Junior Kindergarten Term 2 Report Card and Senior Kindergarten 

Term 2 Report Card. 

 



EQAO—Grade 3 and 6 

The following information depicts the percentage of Grade 3 and 6 students who are achieving at or above the provincial stan-

dard in the EQAO testing in Reading, Writing and Mathematics which was conducted in May and June 2014  

 Staff will be meeting on October 10 to develop plans of action to improve student achievement.  If you have any questions 

about the following EQAO summary, please do not hesitate to call Miss Findlay/ Mr. Digweed. 

How do parents make the best use of the results?  

The best thing to do with your child’s EQAO results is to discuss them with his/her teacher. Together you can review how the 

EQAO results compare with those from classroom and other evaluations.  You can also discuss the broader issue of your 

child’s overall progress and how you can offer additional support to your child at home.  Note: Overall Grade 3 and 6 achieve-

ment percentage at levels 3 and 4.     

Students Achieving Levels 3 & 4 

 

 

The main goal of literacy assessment is to gather information to 

plan for improved student learning.  There are seven purposes that 

relate to this overriding goal. Assessments are necessary to: deter-

mine what development is occurring; identify a student’s strengths 

and weaknesses in reading and writing; discover the power of 

teaching to target areas; learn more about the development of 

reading and writing; sharpen the quality of observations and confi-

dence in these observations; have information about the student 

to share with others; and assess program strengths and weak-

nesses. 

Each student at Power Glen School has an assessment portfolio. 

Senior Kindergarten Portfolio (items in the portfolio): 

Reading:  Print Concepts Assessment (JK) 

  Letter/Sound I.D. 

  Phonemic Awareness 

  High Frequency Sight words 

Writing:  Ontario Writing Assessment 

Grade 1-3 Portfolio (items in the portfolio): 

Reading:   Phonemic Awareness 

  Letter/Sound Identification 

  High Frequency Sight words 

  PM Benchmark Reading Records/DRA   

All Students Have An Assessment Portfolio 

Grade 3 School  Board Province 

Reading 90 73 70 

Writing 94 82 78 

Math 88 69 67 

Grade 4-6 Portfolio (items in the portfolio): 

Reading:  BAS (Benchmark Assessment System)   

  Fluency Assessment 

   Word Reading Efficiency  

   Reading Interests Inventory/reading attitude survey 

   PM Benchmark Reading Record (if required) 

Writing:   Spelling Inventory 

   Writing Attitude Inventory/self-assessment 

   Ontario Writing Assessment 

Grade 7 and 8 Portfolio (items in the portfolio): 

Reading:  CASI/ BAS  (Benchmark Assessment System)  

  CASI Comprehension Assessment (if required) 

   Word Reading Efficiency  

   Reading Interests Inventory  

   Reading Attitude Survey 

Writing:   Spelling Inventory 

  Writing Attitude Inventory/self-assessment 

                                  Ontario Writing Assessment 

Grade 6 School  Board Province 

Reading 68 79 79 

Writing 74 77 78 

Math 50 47 54 



POWER GLEN’S TERRY FOX RUN 

Congratulations to the students of Power Glen 

for another successful Terry Fox Run. In only 

one week, we managed to raise $2600 for can-

cer research! Since the new Power Glen 

school was built in 2002, we have donated 

over $20 000 to the Terry Fox Foundation! 

World Teacher’s Day - Sunday, October 5  
Teachers are one of the greatest people whom you can come across in your life. They are not only the selfless givers but also 

the mentors of your life. At every step of your life, you come across teachers who devote their entire life in the enlighten-

ment of students like you.  Teachers’ definition can’t be limited to a subject teacher because anyone who guides you in your 

life is a teacher. Many times in life, you feel like thanking your teacher but you do not find a proper 

occasion. So this Teachers’ Day commemorate your teacher’s efforts and thank him/her for being the 

guiding light in your life.           

“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.” Albert Einstein  

YOUTH CONNECTION NURSE... 

The Youth Connection Nurse assigned to our school is Sandy 

Polly. She will be promoting optimal health among our students 

and assisting us to develop a healthy school environment. Her 

role is to influence Niagara’s children and their families to 

make healthy lifestyle choices. Our nurse can be reached at 

the Niagara Region Public Health Department at (905) 688-

8248 ext 7220 or at sandy.polly@niagararegion.ca 

Flu season is here! 

Washing your hands prevents the spread of germs and reduces 

your risk of getting sick. Wash your hands after: 

coughing or sneezing,  blowing your nose 

using the washroom  playing with pets 

playing outdoors   

and before preparing meals and eating 

Use warm water and soap, lather and scrub for at least 15 sec-

onds. Have children sing the ABC song, so they scrub for long 

enough. Alcohol-based hand sanitizers are safe for children and 

can be used when you don’t see any dirt. For more information, 

talk to your school nurse. 

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS 

More details to follow in a letter 

Junior Soccer Season Closes—Ends on High Note 

The PG Junior Coed Soccer Team 

completed a wonderful season last Fri-

day. The team consisted of boys and 

girls from grades 4-6. We played in 

two tournaments, on Thursday and Fri-

day last week. In 9 games, the Panthers 

were undefeated, allowing only two goals against us. 

On Thursday, we won our region tournament by a 

score of 1-0 with a tight final game against Grape-

view. On Friday, we were guests in a tournament that 

needed an extra team. Our team won all of our games 

and defeated Memorial in the championship game. 

Although the team's playing was excellent, their 

sportsmanship was even more spectacular. After win-

ning our own region's tournament on Thursday, the 

team decided to give the championship pennants and 

banner to Memorial School. Memorial battled hard 

against us in two games and were by far the best 

team in their region. Mrs Ker and Mrs Lefebvre 

would like to thank of all the players for their dedica-

tion and effort - you made us proud!  Congratulations 

to Owen, Kyle, Brandon, Dylan, Simar, Keaton, 

Alex, Kaleb, Parker, Mitchell, Luca, Nate, Monte, 

Yaseen, Alexis, Angela, Bianca, Emily, Kennedy, 

Mackenzie and Taylor. 

mailto:sandy.polly@niagararegion.ca




OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DRAW FOR A PIZZA PRIZE (Thanks Big Marco’s) 

My child(ren) ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Class(es)                                       and I have read the newsletter. 

Question: What makes Power Glen special? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for completing   (Please return to the Office) 

Winner from the September newsletter draw are: the Audette and Court family.  

STAYING HEALTHY 

At a young age, we all learn to share. We share our belongings, thoughts 

and ideas.  

 

Although we usually encourage children to share, there is one thing that 

we’d prefer that doesn’t get passed around this year: germs! 

 

While being back at school gives children more opportunity to interact with 

each other and play together, there are some simple steps we can all take to 

help each other avoid coughs, colds and more serious types of infections.  

 

Wash those hands! We recommend that students, and even parents, wash 

their hands with soap and water regularly. If there isn’t a sink nearby, using 

a good hand sanitizer should do the trick.  

 

Cover all coughs and sneezes. This will cut down on the number of icky 

things floating around in the air and landing on surfaces, making it less 

likely that children will breathe them in or touch them. If you have to 

cough or sneeze, do it into a tissue or onto your upper sleeve.   

 

If you’re sick, stay home. Although it’s important to be in class, don’t be a 

superhero. Take some time, feel better and then come back when you’re 

healthy, alert and ready to learn!  

 

At Power Glen, we follow an infection control program to help keep both 

our students and staff healthy and in class. Our staff will be reinforcing 

proper handwashing techniques as well as cough and sneeze etiquette. In 

addition, all classrooms are equipped with hand sanitizers and our caretak-

ing staff will disinfect our commonly used areas, such as desks and door-

knobs, regularly.  



 


