
Power Glen School Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting held Wednesday January 24th, 2018 in the Power Glen School Library. 
Meeting commenced at 7:05pm. 
 
Present from Council: 
Brad Digweed (Principal) 
Sarah Etherington (Vice Principal) 
Mike Matsushita (Chair) 
Natalie Walker (Vice Chair) 
N’ora Kalb (Treasurer) 
Kristi Grant (Secretary) 
 
Other Members Present: 
Chantel Lyons, Christine Damiano, Hetal Rajkumar, Jackie Murrell, Lisa Rollo, Natasha Samokhina, 
Monica Brodeur, Roxanne Goar, Kay Meilleur, Virginia Pullar, Stacey Ramunno, Rikki DaCosta 
 

 
Introduction 
Mike thanked everyone for coming to the first meeting of the new year.   
 
Student Council Update 
(Abby, Dheiksha, Ms. DaCosta) 
- Joy Day – Students participated in a Door Decorating Challenge.  Each class had the same materials 

and chose a theme from different categories.  Student Council judged the doors and gave out 
several prizes such as Most Joyful Door, Most Colourful, Coldest, Most Realistic, Most 3D and Most 
Green.  Everyone participated and had a great time. 

- Council is working on Spirit Day planning and ideas.  Each day will connect to Council’s mission 
statement.  Sports Spirit Day will be held this month and connects to the Winter Olympics and Super 
Bowl.  There are several fun days planned for future months such as Twin Day and the return of 
Electronics Day. 

- Kindness Rocks was a great project for the whole school to participate in and the rocks are on 
display in the front foyer. 

- Science Fair – Last year we placed first for Grade 5/6.  This year we have 180 projects from Grades 5-
8.  Our PG Open House will be held Thursday February 15th from 5-7pm and will also showcase some 
Technology. 

- Student Council sends out a big thank you to Parent Council on behalf of all students and staff for 
everything we do.    

 
Adoption of Minutes (from meeting on November 29th, 2017) 
- Motion to approve: Chantel 
- Second: Mrs. Ramunno 
- All in favour. 
  



Report from Treasurer 
(N’ora Kalb) 
- Sue (Secretary) gives N’ora all the account activity each month so the report can be prepared. 
- Most money is made on pizza sales and pasta is second.  Pitas have been discontinued.   
- In January last year, food sales were $2,000.  This January, food sales are approximately $8,000. 
- This is N’ora’s last year at PG.  N’ora has offered to train a new Treasurer if anyone would like to 

take over.   
 

 
  
  



Report from Administration 
(Mr. Digweed) 
- Mr. Digweed introduced our new Vice Principal Mrs. Sarah Etherington. 
- Mrs. Etherington told us about herself.  Most recently she was Vice Principal at Lockview Public 

School for 1.5 years.  Before that she worked for 3 years as an Instructional Coach with DSBN and 
also taught mostly junior grades at Connaught and Maywood Public Schools.  She has two young 
sons in Grades 3 & 4 at Prince Phillip school in the north end of St. Catharines where she lives.  She is 
really impressed with the shared responsibility the PG Staff has for all students.  She feels we have a 
very respecting and caring atmosphere in the office and she has seen how much teachers are 
striving to better themselves as teachers. 

- Mr. Digweed said our moral at PG is very high and we have amazing students.  The more we listen to 
the students, the more we work towards our school mission: At Power Glen we are committed to 
creating a safe, caring & inclusive community where students are engaged, involved and enjoy being 
at school. 

- Mr. Digweed thanked Lisa for hosting the holiday social in December. 
- On behalf of Staff and Administration, Mr. Digweed passed on a big thank you to everyone who 

helped with Joy Day. 
- Alignment and vision are a big part of Staff’s job.  Instruction and programming are very important.  

The following five beliefs have been shared with Staff:  
 We expect everyone at Power Glen to be a person of Excellence 
 Priority #1 is to focus on student & staff learning and well being 
 We believe that all of us need to be life-long learners because teaching and learning is very 

challenging and hard work 
 The best way to move forward as a school is to strive for deep collaboration in a high-trust 

culture  
 Everyone expects to be respected, appreciated and valued 

 
Upcoming Events 
- Kindergarten Open House will be held Thursday February 1st from 10am to 6pm. 
- Mystic Drums will be here Friday February 2nd for Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes.  There will be a 

50-minute show with drums from all over the world.  Each class will come back for a 30-minute 
hands-on drumming session. 

- Boys Basketball team trip to the River Lions game on Saturday February 17th, the boys will have a 
basketball game on the court following the game. 

- Dance Workshops will be held for Juniors, maybe Intermediates as well.  Dates to be determined. 
- Carousel Players will be at PG on Thursday February 22nd for Grades 4-8. 
- Math Night will be held Wednesday February 28th.  Mr. Digweed asked if 5-7pm works for parents.  

Kay suggested 5:30-7:30pm is better for working parents.  Time to be determined.  Virginia said the 
stations were too busy last year for everyone to access.  Roxanne said how nice it was to see older 
students behind the tables helping with the event. Virginia suggested each class be run twice and to 
have an early time and a later time of the same class so parents with more than one child can attend 
each class.  Roxanne really liked the classroom part and watching the students participate and ask 
questions.  Mr. Digweed advised that we’ll have a new theme for this year’s Math night and we 
received $1,000 PROGrant towards cost of food and takeaway items.  New ideas are welcome. 

- Grades 7 & 8 will be going on their camping trip February 6th-9th.  Some students are not going so 
Ms. Gill will be staying back to help.  Miss Findlay will be going on the trip as well. 

- The Science Fair will be held Thursday February 15th and a parent Open House will be starting at 
5pm. 



- Mr. Digweed showed parents a sphero.  An iPad can control the sphero’s movement.  Spheros have 
sensors inside for use with many activities such as coding to make it move around in a maze.  They 
can also be used for Science experiments.   We have about 10-12 spheros for our school.   

- 25 chromebooks have been ordered for the primary cart. Wi-Fi issues are being resolved. 
- We have 14 iPads coming.  4 of them are for the Kindergarten classes.  Remaining 10 can be used to 

connect to the spheros.  Teachers can use the iPads and spheros in class.  
- Next meeting, Mr. Digweed will bring a wish list of items to be purchased for the school, items that 

can impact several students. 
- Mr. Digweed would like to improve communication.  Council parents said they would like less 

Synrevoice messages and prefer texts or emails instead.  Mr. Digweed suggested using RemindApp 
which some teachers are already using.  N’ora suggested the school send details home with report 
cards and all were in favour. 

- Lisa asked if all teacher emails can be listed on the website.  Mr. Digweed replied yes and will have 
them posted. 

- Parents like the video newsletters and new morning Announcements posted on website. 
- Lisa (speaking on behalf of herself and Hetal) - Pancake Day will be held Tuesday February 13th.  It 

was a great success last year but more volunteers are needed this year.  Lisa asked if parents can ask 
other parents in the school if they can help.  10-12 volunteers are needed from 8am to 2pm.  Ms. 
DaCosta suggested Student Council members help all day in three blocks similar to Joy Day.  Lisa and 
Hetal are hoping students can make PHOP (Panther House of Pancakes) signs again.  Ms. DaCosta 
suggested Student Council members can help with this as well.  A list of required equipment will be 
shared.  Last year we used Aunt Jemima pancake mix, one year it was made from scratch.  All were 
in favour of using Aunt Jemima again.  Separate pans and recipes are used for each student allergy.  
Mrs. Ramunno asked for the Kindergarten classes to not be scheduled during their break time 
anymore.  Kristi said this was done in the past at the request of prior teachers so the Kindergarten 
students could eat their lunch at the same time in the gym.  
 

Instructional Program 
(Mrs. Etherington) 
- The Board focus is on Math and they are working with teachers to improve how they gather 

information on how students learn.   
- Staff asked to have a book club for themselves to discuss a Literacy Assessment book they are 

reading.  They also discuss what each other is doing in class, what works and what doesn’t work.   
- The Kindergartens will be on a technology journey using Brightspace to document themselves with 

iPads. 
- Our teachers are showing initiative and have a lot of amazing ideas. 
- If parents want to learn more about what is going on in the school, please let Mr. Digweed or Parent 

Council know. 
 
Mrs. Ramunno provided an update on You’re the Chef and the Sewing Club. 
- You’re the Chef – Four new recipes have been selected for next year.  Date to be determined for the 

Cook-off, they will be making pasta and sauce this year. 
- Sewing Club – One student has signed up so far.  Club is for Grades 5-8.  Supplies will be provided for 

first project.  Mrs. Ramunno asked if Parent Council can donate towards the purchase of supplies 
going forward.  Motion to approve $100 donation: N’ora, Second: Kristi, All in favour. 
 
 
 



Questions/Comments from Parents 
- N’ora asked if Grade 8 graduation planning has started.  Mr. Digweed advised that it’s a bit early for 

planning but the venue has been booked and discussions can start in about a month.  N’ora said 
Jennifer has all the notes from last year. 

- Kristi asked about the Dance-a-thon.  Date was planned with parents: Friday April 13th.  Theme 
needs to be selected, this was done by the Student Council last year.  Ms. DaCosta will discuss with 
them.  Kristi will forward the donation request letter used last year to Mr. Digweed for updates. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 
 
Next meeting will be held Wednesday March 7th, 2018. 


