
Power Glen School Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting held Wednesday March 7th, 2018 in the Power Glen School Library. 
Meeting commenced at 7:01pm. 
 
Present from Council: 
Brad Digweed (Principal) 
Sarah Etherington (Vice Principal) 
Mike Matsushita (Chair) 
Natalie Walker (Vice Chair) 
N’ora Kalb (Treasurer) 
Kristi Grant (Secretary) 
 
Other Members Present: 
Chantel Lyons, Amalia Saunders, Roxanne Goar, Hetal Rajkumar, Jackie Murrell, Lisa Rollo, Natasha 
Samokhina, Monica Brodeur, Jenn Brens, Tara Kulawic, Tony Murray, Lorie Stoddart, Leanne Mason, Lisa 
Graham, Virginia Pullar, Stacey Ramunno, Rikki DaCosta  
 

 
Introduction 
Mike welcomed everyone and thanked us for coming. 
 
Adoption of Minutes (from meeting on January 24th, 2018) 
- Motion to approve: Tony 
- Second: Mrs. Ramunno 
- All in favour. 



Report from Treasurer 
(N’ora Kalb) 
- Natasha is working with N’ora to transition into the Treasurer role. 
- Food sales are doing well because we have more food days than in previous years.  We also have 

more popular food choices since removing the pita option. 
- For every $1 we charge for pizza, we keep 67 cents. 
- For every $1 we charge for pasta, we keep 43 cents. 
- For every $1 we charge for Swiss Chalet, we keep 25 cents. 
- For every $1 we charge for the Feathery, we keep 17 cents.  Lisa R. asked what the feedback was like 

for the Feathery.  Mr. Digweed said the portion size may have been a bit small for Grades 7 & 8 but 
all other feedback was great. 

- Cost of JungleSport, Graduation, Technology and Classroom Allocations still to be deducted from 
YTD totals. 
 

 
 



Review of Events 

- Pancake Day update (Hetal, Lisa R.) - Lots of parents came out, even aunts and uncles too.  The food 
purchased was very close to what was needed.  The students had fun, the gym was nicely decorated 
and the Valentine’s Day craft station was a hit.  The Student Council members were a great help.  
Not one power outage this year! 

- Math Fest (Mrs. Etherington, Mr. Digweed) – It was a great and productive night.  70 families 
attended the event.  Teachers worked hard on presentations.  Improvements made this year were 
having two Math sessions and having the separate parent session.  These both worked out well for 
parents, although next time an improvement can be made as to what the students did in the library 
during the parent session.  There was a lot of positive feedback from teachers.  Student Council and 
Grade 8 students helped out a lot.  Parents suggested other curriculum be included next time.  Mr. 
Digweed welcomes suggestions on what can be done to keep it fresh so parents don’t get tired of it 
being about Math.  Ms. DaCosta suggested they create an agenda for parents that lists what they 
will be showing.  Mr. Digweed suggested the communication goes out to parents earlier next time.  
Lisa R. likes when it’s held later in the year so parents can see how far students have come 
throughout the year.  Kristi commented on the video that was shown in the gym, it looked great and 
that a lot of work was put into it but it was hard to hear.  Mr. Digweed will post the video on the PG 
website and move it to a new location next time.  Mike likes the idea of having varying topics.  It was 
suggested to tie it in with a pasta night at Club Roma.  Mr. Digweed prefers to use classroom space 
so parents can see the tools students are using.  Mr. Digweed suggested showcasing student work 
next time to bring more parents in.  The numbers were slightly down (10-20% down) from the last 
Math Fest.  Mr. Digweed also suggested next time, they could invite the parents who have 
registered for September JK. 

 
Report from Administration 
(Mr. Digweed, Mrs. Etherington) 
- Mr. Digweed thanked everyone who helped with Pancake Day and said it was a great, positive day. 
- Technology update – 25 chromebooks and 14 iPads have arrived.  They are being used in groups 

with Math, Literacy and the sphero balls.  Mrs. Ramunno said the iPads are working out really well in 
Kindergarten.  The students will be documenting, taking pictures and videos which will be uploaded 
to the D2L site.  Several parents really like the idea of posting these updates.  Virginia said Mrs. 
McNaughton posts pictures, word lists, etc. and it’s very helpful.  Lisa asked if all the teachers are 
using D2L?  Mr. Digweed replied that not all teachers are using it.  Lisa said the posted updates are 
great especially for older students who have different rotary teachers.  Amalia loves the Twitter 
updates from Ms. DaCosta.  Mr. Digweed is looking at creating a PG Twitter account.  Amalia asked if 
she likes a text that was sent to parents from RemindApp, will all the parents see that?  Mrs. 
Etherington replied no, only her and Mr. Digweed see the comments, likes, etc.  Lisa asked if there is 
a character limit?  Mrs. Etherington replied yes and suggested sending multiple texts if needed.  
Over 50% of families (186 people) have signed up for RemindApp.  N’ora asked if our names show 
when we reply.  Mr. Digweed replied yes and that they hope to start doing grade specific texts soon.   

- Mr. Digweed had a cell phone talk with Intermediate students.  There are high expectations for cell 
phone etiquette.  There was an issue that came up and it was dealt with.  Students can bring phones 
to school if they are being used for school and if supervised by teachers.  Selfies in washrooms are 
not allowed.  Wi-Fi response time significantly improved when Intermediate students were at camp.  
Instructional time always trumps recreational use of phones.  There is a new PG Technology 
Agreement.  Grapeview Public School has banned cell phones completely.  Mr. Digweed prefers to 
have the opportunity to teach phone etiquette to students.  Grade 6 students and up are allowed to 



bring phones to PG.  Mr. Digweed does not want parents texting students during the school day to 
give permission for leaving school.  Natalie asked why phones are needed for instructional purposes.  
Mr. Digweed advised that some are used as calculators or for doing research.  Lisa asked if teachers 
use their own phones in front of students.  Mr. Digweed said staff are not permitted to use them for 
personal use during class.  Virginia asked if it’s a disadvantage if some students don’t have a phone.  
N’ora said some of them share.  Mr. Digweed will talk to Student Council to see if sharing is an issue. 

- EQAO update – Grades 3 & 6 are prepping for tests.  Teachers are working with the LRT, Mrs. 
Etherington and instructional coaches to support students.  Small group instruction is providing 
additional support.  The LLI reading program is used with small groups of students in Grade 2 or 3 
because we have the resource kit for those grades.  Tutors are also working with small groups.  Staff 
are trying to help all students that need extra support using different resources. 

- Intermediate Camp update - The camp was impressed with our staff and commented how great our 
students behaved. 

- Science Fair update (Ms. DaCosta) – There was a great collaboration with Sir Winston High School, 
26 students helped judge the projects.  Community members questioned students.  Sir Winston 
taught their students to ask questions and prompt them to think about their projects.  There were 
180 projects at PG.  Grade 4 helpers showcased activities in the library such as green screen and 
makerspace.  10 students will be going to the regional fair.  Judges were very impressed with our 
projects.  Next year Mr. Wright will ask questions about the scientific process before the Science Fair 
so students are prepared.  Next year, Mr. Digweed would like to host a parent information night 
about science projects.   

- JungleSport –Awesome energy in the gym, students loved it. 
- Scientist in the School was at PG for the primary grades.  Students really enjoyed it.  Virginia said 

several parents weren’t aware of this event.  Mr. Digweed said they hope to send out more 
reminders using RemindApp and that no students missed it because the event is part of the 
curriculum.   

- Grade 5 & 6 students went to the Walker Living Campus today and had a great day.  Grade 4 
students will be going Tuesday March 20th. 

- Trip to the River Lions game will be held Friday March 9th.  4,000 students from the area will be 
going. 

- Sports teams are doing very well. 
- Grade 8 graduation photos will be taken Thursday March 22nd. 
- SK graduation photos will be taken Friday March 23rd. 
- Grade 3 students will be going to Swim to Survive starting Thursday March 22nd. 
- Grade 1 & 2 students will be going to Heartland Forest. 
- Kindergartens will be going to the Safety Village. 
- Health Conference will be held for students on Tuesday April 17th.  There will be a focus on mental 

health, nutrition and physical activities.  Kristi suggested there be a segment on the importance of 
eating healthy.  Virginia suggested talking about sports medicine with older students.  If there are 
any more suggestions, please let Mr. Digweed know.  A social worker will be involved.  Virginia 
advised that Pathstones just started free walk-ins for students.  Jenn asked if a Police Officer could 
speak to students about school safety and sexual harassment.  Mr. Digweed advised that CAPP 
(Child Abuse Prevention Program) has been booked for May.   

- You’re the Chef update (Mrs. Ramunno) – Cook-off will be held March 25th, students are making 
pasta from scratch. 

- Student Council Update – Sub-committees will collaborate with Grapeview Student Council. 
- Staff update – Mrs. VanVliet has extended her leave to the end of this school year.  Mr. Roe will 

remain on leave as well.  Miss Linklater and Mrs. Haight will stay for remainder of school year.   



- Mr. Digweed showed us the book:  100 Minutes – Making every minute count in the literacy block.  
This book offers a framework of whole-class direct-instruction sessions, combined with independent 
work periods that provide opportunities for students to engage in all aspects of literacy. 

- More books of varying reading levels are needed at PG.  Mr. Digweed requested $8,000 ($800 per 
grade) from council to purchase more books.  This is a top requirement for the school as it impacts 
all students and teachers are clawing for new books.  Books are needed to improve literacy.  Mr. 
Digweed will sit with teachers to review what is needed for each grade.  Lisa asked if scholastic 
books can be purchased, Mr. Digweed advised that those books are a bit lower quality and they 
don’t have all the best titles.  Lisa asked if we can get digital books for the older grades.  Mr. 
Digweed will look into that.  Motion to approve half of cost now ($4,000): Kristi; Second: Natasha; all 
were in favour.  We will revisit the remaining $4,000 in May after the dance-a-thon.  Mr. Digweed 
will provide us with a list of what was bought.  Mr. Digweed will add a note to the dance-a-thon 
form so parents know their money is going towards these books. 

- Virginia drafted a letter regarding asthma and allergy policies to improve communication to parents.  
The letter talks about reducing asthma triggers, following rules on excursions, filling out required 
health forms, availability of puffers and medical alert bracelets.  The Lions Club covers the cost of 
medical bracelets for ages 4-14.  Mr. Digweed suggested that maybe speakers can talk about this 
along with concussions at the Health & Safety conference.   
 

Upcoming Events 
Dance-a-thon update (Kristi)  
- Dance-a-thon will be held Friday April 13th.  If anyone else would like to volunteer on event day or 

help with collecting prizes, please let Kristi know. 
- Kristi suggested Parent Council purchase a top prize such as an iPad to encourage students to collect 

more pledges.  Motion to approve: Chantel; Second: Monica, all were in favour. 
- Roxanne suggested we have a prize for the top earning class such as an ice-cream sundae party.  All 

were in favour. 
- Ms. DaCosta announced that this year’s theme is Hollywood.  Students and staff can dress like a 

celebrity.  Sunglasses will be sold, Student Council will be making a red carpet and the green screen 
will be set up for students to take some fun pictures. 
 

Questions/Comments from Parents 
- Roxanne raised concerns about the lack of music playing in the music program. Mrs. Garner has 

been consulting with a music expert 
- Lorie asked whether French teachers have qualifications to teach French.  Mr. Digweed confirmed 

that they do need to have qualifications.  
- Tara questioned the safety outside in the morning.  Cars are left running in the daycare parking lot 

and parents are double parking.  Mr. Digweed said this has been an issue for a long time and 
volunteers are needed to have a presence outside.  Mr. Digweed will do a Synervoice message to 
remind parents and also have Staff outside more.  

- Natalie asked for the date of Track & Field – Date is May 7th. 
 

Mr. Digweed thanked us all for our spirit to improve our school and make it a better place. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 
Next meeting will be held Wednesday April 25th, 2018. 


