
Power Glen School Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting held Wednesday September 27th, 2017 in the Power Glen School Library. 
Meeting commenced at 7:04pm. 
 
Present from Council: 
Rosemary Findlay (Principal) 
Mike Matsushita (Chair) 
Natalie Walker (Vice Chair) 
Kristi Grant (Secretary) 
 
Regrets: 
Brad Digweed (Vice Principal) 
N’ora Kalb (Treasurer) 
 
Other Members Present: 
Amalia Saunders, Chantel Lyons, Christine Damiano, Crystal Sullivan, Hetal Rajkumar, Jackie Murrell, 
Jason Marr, Jennifer Brens, Kay Meilleur, Lisa Rollo, Laura Savage, Lorie Stoddart, Maggie MacDougall, 
Natasha Samokhina, Monica Brodeur, Nicole Altieri, Roxanne Goar, Shari Sekel, Tara Kulawic, Tony 
Murray, Vanessa Nixon, Virginia Pullar, Stacey Ramunno, Rikki DaCosta, Christine Gadsby, Brock 
Students 
 
 
Introduction and welcome.   
Miss Findlay welcomed the parents, teachers and Brock students.  Miss Findlay thanked everyone for 
the amazing turnout and advised that Mr. Digweed is doing much better and will return soon. 
 
Purpose of School Council 
(Miss Findlay) 
- Research has shown that when parents get involved, it helps make their children’s school 

experience better. 
- Four key components: Operational Items, Instructional Program, Safe & Inviting Environment and 

Parent Community. 
- All parents are welcome to attend meetings and participate.  Council meetings give parents the 

opportunity to ask questions, keep informed, understand how the school operates and learn ways 
to help improve our school and advocate in the community.   

- Child care can be provided at meetings.  If required, parents can email a request to Mike one week 
prior to meeting and he will coordinate student sitters.   

 
Election of SAC 
- Mike Matsushita was sole volunteer for position of Chair.  Mike re-elected as Chair. 
- Natalie Walker was sole volunteer for position of Vice Chair.  Natalie re-elected as Vice Chair. 
- There were no new volunteers for position of Treasurer.  N’ora re-elected as Treasurer. 
- Kristi Grant was sole volunteer for position of Secretary.  Kristi re-elected as Secretary. 
- Voting was not required. 
- Staff Representative for voting is Stacey Ramunno. 



- Other Staff Representatives present are Rikki DaCosta and Christine Gadsby. 
 

Student Council Committee 
(Rikki DaCosta) 
- Two Grade 8 students went into Grade 5-8 classrooms to explain the Student Council committee 

and accept applications. 
- All applications were accepted.  There are 23 students on the committee. 
- There will be different sub-committees throughout the year for students to join since they all have 

different strengths and interests.  Students can sign up for just some of the sub-committees or sign 
up for all of them. 

- The goal of Student Council is community building and to give the students a voice.  
- Meetings are held once per month.  Additional meetings will be held for sub-committees. 
- Going forward, there will be a Student Council Representative at our Parent Council meetings. 

 
Upcoming Events 
(Mike Matsushita) 
- There are many volunteer opportunities available for parents.  Parents can be event leads, join 

event sub-committees and/or volunteer on event day.  Parents have the opportunity to put their 
own spin on events. 

- Sign-up sheets were passed around for each upcoming event. 
- Event details and budgets are discussed at Parent Council meetings. 
- The Fall Book Fair will be held Tuesday October 17th to Friday October 20th.  Volunteers are required 

to take payments. 
- Jason asked if it can be announced which events are fund-raising events and which events are put 

on by the school.  Mike suggested we work together to support all events. 
- Natalie advised that we will have a pasta night fund raising event at Club Roma, date to be 

determined.  Most likely it will be a Friday night and ideas are welcome. Roxanne suggested a trivia 
night. 

- Joy Day will be held in December again this year on Friday December 15th.  During Joy Day, classes 
take turns visiting the gym for cookies and hot chocolate.  Last year Crystal lead the event and made 
homemade chocolate chip cookies.  Crystal brought games, a photo booth and also had the Grade 8 
students make a holiday mural for the gym wall.  Parents are welcome to volunteer any time 
throughout the day, even if it’s only during their child’s time slot.    

- Crystal advised that she cannot lead the event again this year unless it’s the first Friday of 
December.   Crystal asked if the parents can pick the date that is best for them since they are 
running the event.  Miss Findlay, Stacey and Rikki advised that Joy Day is best held close to the 
holiday break because once the students start celebrating; they get excited for the holiday and tend 
to tune out in class.  Also, it’s a school event and needs to work for everyone.  Rikki said teachers are 
very appreciate of the parent involvement and said teachers enjoy doing additional Joy Day 
activities in the class to get the students jazzed for the holidays.  Doing this too early in the month 
would lose valuable teaching time.  Crystal said it’s unfair to ask the parents to help that close to 
Christmas.  Miss Findlay said let’s wait and see how many parents volunteer.  Kay asked how many 
volunteers we had last year and Crystal said we had a lot of volunteers but not many that stayed all 
day.  Crystal asked that no other school events be planned on Joy Day like Swim to Survive was last 
year.  Miss Findlay said trips and last minute opportunities pop up and our school doesn’t always get 
to pick the dates.   

- Chantel said it was wonderful to make homemade cookies last year but it’s harder for parents to 
help with homemade cookie dough because it takes longer.  Making homemade cookies is asking for 



more time from the parents. Natalie suggested we could go back to ordering cookies from 
Bunsmaster if that’s easier for everyone. 

- Hetal - Pancake day will be held on Tuesday February 13th.  Classes take turns visiting the gym for 
pancakes and juice.  Pancakes are made fresh that day and last year, fruit was served as well.  Event 
ends about 12pm.  Several volunteers are needed on event day to set tables, cook, serve and clean 
up.   
Rikki offered help from the Student Council if needed. 

- Kristi - Dance-a-thon – Our biggest fund raising event of the year that raised almost $9,000 last year.  
DJ is hired and classes take turns visiting the gym for a dance party and light show.  A tuck shop 
offers candy, chips, pop, water and ice-cream for students to purchase.  Last year’s theme was 
“Black & White”.  This year’s theme to be determined by students. 

- Shari – Citrus Fund Raiser – Easy fund raiser, just need help from parents to sell the Florida oranges 
and grapefruits.  The weather is not expected to impact prices.  It’s possible to start the campaign 
on November 1st, with delivery on December 4th.  Motion to approve: Kristi, Second: Shari, all were 
in favour. 

- Grade 7 & 8 classes will be selling Krispy Kremes and poinsettias again.  Other parents would like the 
option to purchase Krispy Kremes.  Miss Findlay suggest they purchase from a Grade 7 or 8 student 
to support their trip fund raising efforts. 

 
Food Days 
- A Parent Food Team is needed to help distribute food on nutrition breaks.  Mondays are pasta days.  

Wednesdays are Swiss Chalet days.  Fridays are pizza days.  Older students help as well, however 
parent volunteers are needed to help supervise the student volunteers. 

- Crystal asked if the food day profit goes back to our school and Miss Findlay replied yes. 
- Crystal suggested other parents learn the food day processes so a parent can take over if ever 

needed.  
- Tony volunteered to lead food team. 
- Virginia asked how parents can provide feedback if their children didn’t receive their food day lunch.  

Miss Findlay said she makes an announcement each food day and asks if all students received their 
food and if not, then students are asked to visit the office.   Virginia advised that her son missed 
break that day because the Swiss Chalet food was late.  Miss Findlay suggested parents remind their 
children to go to the office if they didn’t receive their food order. 

- Virginia asked how parents can let the school know to give their food order to another student if 
their children are going to be absent.  Miss Findlay advised that pasta and Swiss Chalet orders get 
saved for the following day but remaining pizza is always given out the same day.  Miss Findlay said 
parents can email or call the school if students will be absent and their food can be given away.  The 
email contact option available on the school website will be sent to Miss Findlay, Mr. Digweed and 
the secretaries. 

- Amalia asked why only one pizza day is showing on Cash Online for October (shows for the 20th 
only).  Miss Findlay advised that there is no pizza the first week of October due to the PA day but it 
should be there for the 13th and 27th, she will correct. 

- Vanessa advised that on the last pasta day, the pasta arrived late and her children didn’t have time 
to eat it. 

 
Administration Report 
(Miss Findlay) 
- Miss Findlay will be taking a personal leave from January to June.  She does not know whether she 

will be returning to Power Glen in September. 



- School insurance cost for this year is $151.20.  Motion to approve: Stacey, Second: Kay, All were in 
favour. 

Operational Items 
- 390 students enrolled this year. 
- Miss Findlay submitted a request to the board to be non-compliant and have 21 students in one 

Grade 1 class to avoid an unbalanced split.  Request was approved. 
- We have new staff this year including 5.5 Educational Assistants.  Jonathan Bradnam is our new ESL 

teacher.  Parents can review the Staff list on the PG website. 
- Magazine fundraiser starts Friday September 29th. 
- Parents can review the calendar of events on the PG website. 
- Meet the Teacher night – Food trucks received 98% good feedback.  One truck was late.  Families 

enjoyed all the food options, even though prices were higher than past BBQ prices.  Vanessa 
suggested having another ice-cream truck as the line was quite long at times.  Crystal asked if the 
school made any money from the food trucks, Miss Findlay will find out.  Miss Findlay advised to let 
the office know if you have a food allergy; gluten free pizza, etc. can be ordered. 

Instructional Program 
- Continuing to focus on Math & Literacy using Google Read & Write and D2L. 
- There will be no meeting in October since the PIC conference will be held Wednesday November 1st. 
- EQAO (Standardized tests across Ontario for Grades 3 and 6 to test on curriculum) - Results will be 

sent home (with students) to parents first week of October.  PG Results: Grade 3 – 81 in Reading, 86 
in Writing, 75 in Math.  Grade 6 – 93 in Reading, 93 in Writing, 53 in Math (still above provincial 
level, same as last year).  Above province in all 3 areas for both grades.   

- Last year, parents had a tour of the new sensory room.  This year there will be a new movement 
room that will have a treadmill, bicycle, etc. 

Safe & Inviting Environment 
- Virginia spoke about allergies in the school.  Her son Shawn is asthmatic and plans need to be in 

place to keep him and other students safe.  Virginia wants parents to communicate their children’s 
allergies to the school.  In 2015, Ryan’s Law was passed because a boy died at school, due to his 
puffer being locked in the office.  Asthmatics can carry their puffers and Shawn has one in his 
classroom and one outside with him.  Virginia fears that medications are hiding in lockers and 
backpacks and would like Parent Council to advocate and communicate with each other to help 
support these students.  All parents need to get information to the office and assistance is available 
to help parents fill out the medical form.  Miss Findlay advised that the office is still waiting for 
medical forms to come in from parents.  Jason asked why the board doesn’t stop students from 
coming to school if they don’t provide the completed medical form, similar to incomplete 
immunization records.  Crystal asked if is this considered a privacy issue to help parents with this, 
Virginia replied that it’s just giving parents the option.  Miss Findlay advised that medication can’t be 
in backpacks and can’t be given out without documentation.  Crystal suggested this be brought up 
every year at Kindergarten registration.   

- Virginia’s other son Mack is presenting a Kindness Rocks project to the Student Council.  Mack is 
hoping Student Council will support this initiative to make inspirational and kind rocks for each 
other.  Inspirational gardens can be made and younger students can paint pictures instead of writing 
words.  Rikki loves that this project promotes the student voice. 

Parent Community 
- Classroom donations are much appreciated. 
- The resource need for this year is Technology.  A primary technology cart is needed.   Miss Findlay 

consults the board regarding the technology vision.   



- Miss Findlay asked if anyone is available to help tomorrow with the magazine fundraiser pamphlets, 
Roxanne volunteered. 
 

Report from Treasurer 
(Mike Matsushita) 
- N’ora will present an updated treasurer’s report at the next meeting. 
- Mike suggested we send Mr. Digweed a $100 value gift basket.  Motion to approve:  Vanessa, 

Second: Amalia, all were in favour. 
 
Questions/Comments from Parents 
 
- Crystal asked if there will be a family photo night again.  Miss Findlay replied yes there will be, date 

to be determined based on student photo retake day.  Family photos will cost $10.  Crystal 
suggested it be advertised more this year.   

- Roxanne asked if the school can have a holiday show for Grades 1-8.  Natalie suggested perhaps it 
can be done with pasta night.  Miss Findlay advised that there are no current plans to have a holiday 
show. 

- Virginia asked if Survey Monkey can be used to survey parents.  Miss Findlay is in favour of the idea 
and Virginia offered to help organize.  PG has done parent surveys in the past.  

- Lisa asked if it’s possible to send online reminders for volunteer duties or online sign-up for parents 
who aren’t able to attend the meetings. 

- Kristi asked if parents can be notified of available clubs and sports, along with try-out dates and 
commitment details so parents can encourage students to join.  Some students miss the details on 
announcements. 

- Stacey is continuing to collect Lunchable codes for coupons used to purchase toys and games for the 
Kindergarten classes.  A Code & Go mouse was purchased with codes from last year. 

- Stacey – The You’re the Chef program will start again on Monday October 16th and a new sewing 
club will start in January. 

 
Mike advised that a meeting agenda will be sent out for future meetings.  If you’d like to talk about 
something specific, please email Miss Findlay or a Parent Council member to have it included in the 
agenda.  A topic can also be presented on your behalf if you prefer not to bring it up on your own. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 
 
 
 


