
Power Glen School Council 
Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting held Wednesday September 26th, 2018 in the Power Glen School Library. 
Meeting commenced at 7:05pm. 
 
Council Members Present: 
Rosemary Findlay (Principal) 
Sarah Etherington (Vice Principal) 
Carrie Wayland (Chair) 
Kristi Grant (Vice Chair) 
Natasha Samokhina (Treasurer) 
Chantel Lyons (Secretary) 
 
Mike Matsushita, Natalie Walker, Roxanne Goar, Hetal Rajkumar, Jackie Murrell, Monica Brodeur, 
Jennifer Brens, Tara Kulawic, Tony Murray, Lisa Graham, Maggie Jakubiak, Christine Damiano, Lisa Rollo, 
Vanessa Nixon, Heather Stewart, Lorie Stoddart, Laura Savage,  Nicole Altieri, Monica Vermue, Tolkin 
Yunusov, Ashley Waszynski, Kristina Ritchie 
 
Staff Representatives Present: 
Stacey Ramunno, Rikki DaCosta 
 
Regrets: 
Amalia Saunders 
 

 
Introduction and welcome.   
Mike welcomed the parents and teachers and asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
Miss Findlay thanked everyone for the amazing turnout. 
 
Purpose of School Council 
(Miss Findlay) 
- Research has shown that when parents get involved, it improves their children’s school experience. 
- School Council is about working as a team and making Power Glen a school of excellence.   Council 

meetings give parents the opportunity to ask questions, keep informed, express opinions, help 
contribute to a shared goal, understand how the school operates and hold the school accountable.  

- Four key components: Operational Items, Instructional Program, Safe & Inviting Environment and 
Parent Community. 

 
Election of SAC 
- Carrie Wayland was sole volunteer for position of Chair.  Carrie elected as Chair. 
- Kristi Grant was sole volunteer for position of Vice Chair.  Kristi elected as Vice Chair. 
- Natasha Samokhina was sole volunteer for position of Treasurer.  Natasha elected as Treasurer. 
- Chantel Lyons was sole volunteer for position of Secretary.  Chantel elected as Secretary. 
- Voting was not required. 
 
Child care was not required for meetings last year (Mike).  If required, parents can let Carrie know one 
week prior to meeting.   
 



Upcoming Events 

- Joy Day will be held in December.  Classes take turns visiting the gym for cookies and hot chocolate.  
Last year there were photo props and games for the students.  Parents are welcome to volunteer 
any time throughout the day, even if it’s only during their child’s time slot.   

- Pancake Day will be held in March.  Classes take turns visiting the gym for pancakes, fruit and juice.  
Pancakes are made fresh that day and last year, there were crafts for the students.  Several 
volunteers are needed on event day to set tables, cook, serve and clean up.   

- Dance-a-thon – Our biggest fund raising event of the year that is usually held in April.  DJ is hired and 
classes take turns visiting the gym for a dance party and light show.  A tuck shop offers candy, chips, 
pop, water and ice-cream for students to purchase.  Top earning students win prizes and last year 
the top earning class won an ice-cream sundae party.  This year’s theme is to be determined by 
students. 

- Volunteer sign-up sheets for these events were passed around. 
- An Event Sub-Committee was formed last year to plan some new events.  Committee includes 

Carrie, Roxanne, Hetal, Monica & Mrs. Etherington.  First new event is a Scavenger Hunt for students 
to get to know the staff.  Staff provided two interesting facts about themselves and clues will be 
given to students to solve.  Grade 7’s & 8’s will help Grade 1’s & 2’s.  The Hunt will be held October 
4th which is also House coloured shirt day.  The Kindergarten classes will not be participating in the 
Scavenger Hunt. 

 
Special Lunches 
(Miss Findlay) 
- Miss Findlay presented a new option called Box Lunch Brigade.  Lunch can be ordered every day.  A 

portion of the sales is given back to the school.  The program is environmentally friendly and food is 
freshly prepared.  The owner has a child in Kindergarten at Power Glen.  Heather has heard good 
feedback about this program at Jeanne Sauve.   Motion to approve offering this lunch program: 
Kristi, Second: Carrie, all were in favour.  https://www.boxlunchbrigade.com/ 

- Tony is still available to help with Pasta and Swiss Chalet days. 
- Monica is still available to help with Pizza days. 
- Mike thanked the food team for all their help. 
- Tony purchased new black trays and has labelled the bottom for each classroom.  Tony asked Miss 

Findlay to remind teachers to return trays. 
- Pizza prices went up this year.  Pasta and Swiss Chalet prices did not change. 
 
PIC (Parent Involvement Conference)  
- Conference will be held Wednesday, November 7th at Eden High School and registration is now 

open.  There are many seminars to choose from on varying topics such as mental health, 
technology, math, how to run a parent council, coding and vapours.  There are vendor booths set up 
with resources and treats. 

 
 
  

https://www.boxlunchbrigade.com/


Treasurer Report 
(Natasha Samokhina) 
- Some Phys-Ed equipment and uniforms still to be purchased. 
 

  



Principal’s Report 
(Miss Findlay) 
Operational Items 
- Current student population is 360 students, down 30 students from last year. 
- School insurance cost for this year is $151.  Motion to approve: Heather, Second: Tony, all were in 

favour. 
- New staff:  Katrina Enns (Grade 1/2), Teresa Vanderbent (Grade 2/3), Erika Pierce (Grade 7/8), Amy 

Stewart & Sarah Code (Music, Drama, Dance).  Sarah Code returns in January.  Emily Zwier (Gym), 
Kristin Willms (Instructional Coach), Jacquie Spagnuolo (ESL, shared between our school and 
Grapeview), Kristen Smart & Martina Hanson (EA’s). 

- Magazine fundraiser begins September 28th. 
- There will be a bicycle rodeo held September 28th.  The idea came from the Cops for Cancer tour.  

There will be three activities that students can participate in for $1 each.  Officers and volunteers 
will be reinforcing bike safety and performing helmet checks.  Volunteers needed to help check 
helmets and help with activities around 12:30pm.  Carrie & Monica V. volunteered.  Chantel and Lisa 
R. might be able to help too. 

- First cross country meet was held today (September 26th). 
- You’re the Chef and Volleyball will be starting soon.  Lots of clubs and sports have started. 
- Please be sure to check the school website.  The calendar has changed, it is a work in progress and 

needs improvement.  The DSBN Technology department is backed up with requests.  Staff email has 
changed and announcements are not being updated on the website, hope to have those updating 
again.  Please be patient, the staff is doing their best to communicate.  Please ask friends to sign up 
for Remind, we currently have just over 200 people signed up.  New messenger system is coming 
and Miss Findlay will be trained on it. 

- Grade 7/8’s will not be going to Ottawa this year for their trip.  Ideas are being discussed. 
- Grade 7/8 pumpkin sale will be held Friday October 19th.  A Mathematician from Fourth Avenue is 

donating about 300 pumpkins.  He will bring them to our school.  Cost is $5 each and the Grade 7s 
and 8s will help sell the pumpkins. 

Instructional Program 
- Focus for this year is still Math.  Staff will be working on Math initiatives during the October 5th PA 

Day. 
- EQAO Results 

Grade 3 - School Results Grade 3 - Board Results Grade 3 - Province Results 

Reading: 68 Reading: 84 Reading: 75 

Writing: 82 Writing: 83 Writing: 72 

Mathematics: 72 Mathematics: 76 Mathematics: 61 

Grade 6 - School Results Grade 6 - Board Results Grade 6 - Province Results 

Reading: 88 Reading: 87 Reading: 82 

Writing: 92 Writing: 84 Writing: 80 

Mathematics: 75 Mathematics: 61 Mathematics: 49 

Staff will be review, assess and create a plan to address the low Reading score for Grade 3. 
Scores will be sent home within the next few weeks. 

- Heather asked if resources are available to all students for reading.  Mrs. Etherington said books 
were purchased in Spring for all classes.  Math resources and manipulatives are being replenished.  
Miss Findlay said there needs to be a narrow focus to go deep into learning and the focus right now 
is Math.  Literacy is still important, staff are doing Literacy workshops and there are resources 
available to work with staff on Literacy initiatives. 



- Heather inquired about a home Reading program similar to DreamBox.  Miss Findlay suggested 
talking to the teacher to see what is available for students at home.  Razkids is an option, some 
teachers do their own program. 

- The movement room and levelled breaks will be discussed more at a future meeting. 
- Parents have lots of questions regarding the Health curriculum.  Miss Findlay preferred the new 

curriculum but staff has been directed not to teach it as mandated by the government.  If students 
ask teachers questions, then they can answer and discuss.  The Parent Involvement Conference (PIC) 
has a Health Curriculum seminar. 

- Tony would like to send a letter to our premier asking them to reinstate the 2015 Health Curriculum.  
Miss Findlay requested Tony send the letter to her for review before it is sent. 

- Kristi asked if there is a cheat sheet available to parents so we know what is being taught to our 
children.  Miss Findlay will send something out to parents. 

- Jenn advised that the high school Health curriculum did not revert back. 
- Four of our students worked on a French book called La Grande Confusion and the book was 

published.  The book is available on Cash Online for families to purchase. 
Safe & Inviting Environment 
- The Ministry of Education has provided direction to school boards to have policies and procedures in 

place to support students with certain medical conditions. The policy is known as PPM 161 – 
Supporting Children and Students with Prevalent Medical Conditions (Anaphylaxis, Asthma, Diabetes, 
and/or Epilepsy) in Schools.  Plan of care documents are to be done in conjunction with school and 
parents.  There will be training for staff.  Our video newsletter will resume in November and Miss 
Pierce will do a feature on this policy. 

- Our school has volunteered to be a mental health focus school.  So many students have stress, 
anxiety and worries.  A staff sub-committee has been formed with our school social worker.  They 
will be attending workshops and setting goals.  

- Elsie Morden visited our school to provide coping strategies to students and to speak about bullying 
prevention, mental health awareness and youth empowerment.  

- New parking lot signs are working and everyone seems to like them. 
Parent Community 
- Teacher Meet & Greet went well.  Some parents felt there were less people in attendance this year.  

Miss Findlay thought it could be due to the split of people between the classrooms, book fair and 
outside.  Vanessa suggested we reduce meal prices as the food trucks were quite expensive.  Miss 
Findlay said next year the plan is to offer a food truck with burgers, hotdogs and fries.  Miss Findlay 
said it was difficult to get food trucks confirmed for our event and to please let her know if anyone 
has a connection to a reliable food truck.  Maggie might have a contact and she will check and let 
Miss Findlay know.  Heather suggested doing pizza for the Meet & Greet.  Lisa R. suggested the 
school give up the portion of the sales given back to the school but Miss Findlay said it isn’t much so 
wouldn’t lower the prices by much. 

- We will talk about the Parent Engagement survey results at a future meeting. 
- Mrs. Millin is looking for a volunteer to help shelf books in the library.  Ashley, Lisa R. and Monica V. 

volunteered to help.  Maggie can help occasionally as well. 
- Discussed providing classroom allotments again this year for class resources.  $100 per class has 

been given in the past.  Lisa R. asked if we can increase the amount due to inflation.  Natalie asked if 
all the teachers are using it and Miss Findlay said yes, at least 95% use it.  This year we have 17 
classes + 4 rotary classes.  Motion to approve $150 for each class: Natalie, Second: Tony, all were in 
favour.  Miss Findlay said this is very much appreciated by staff. 

- Miss Findlay asked if Wednesdays are still good for our meetings and the majority replied yes. 
 
Next meeting will be held Wednesday October 24th at 7:00pm. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm161.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm161.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm161.pdf

